
Brief information about the project 

Name of the project 

 

AP15473303 «Postal and telegraph service in the 

Semirechensk region - as part of the communication of the 

Russian empire (1865-1917) 

 

Relevance 

 

The emergence and introduction of communication tools 

such as post and telegraph in the region, and the growing 

need for their services make the study relevant. The novelty 

of the project is that for the first time in the pre-revolutionary 

Semirechensk region, the system of mass communication 

was comprehensively studied. Based on new archive 

documents, the post-telegraph service of Semirechensk 

region, the social and economic situation of its employees, 

the scope of their activities are comprehensively considered, 

and tables are compiled based on comparative-historical 

methods. In addition, because of geoinformation mapping, 

the location of post and telegraph institutions in 

Semirechensk region, a map of the main road routes of postal 

tracts is created. 

Purpose 

 

Purpose of the project is to study the activities of postal and 

telegraph institutions and the organization of postal 

services in the Semirechensk region from 1865 to 1917. 

Objectives 1. Development of features of management of postal and 

telegraph departments at the level of all Russia and the 

world, in the region in the 19th-19th centuries.   

1.1 Studying the experience of domestic researchers of the 

postal and telegraph service; 

1.2 In the study of the history of the Russian Empire and the 

postal and telegraph service on the territory of Kazakhstan, 

the study of new theories in the field of domestic and 

Western historiography, social and human sciences, 

anthropological sciences. 

3. Study of the stages of formation of the postal and 

telegraph system of the Semirechensk region. 

3.1 In the Central State Archive of the Republic of 

Kazakhstan, familiarize yourself with and analyze the funds 

associated with the postal and telegraph service in the 

Semirechensk region in the period from 1865 to 1917. 

4. Conduct a comparative analysis of the status, rights and 

responsibilities of postal and telegraph employees at the 

level of the Russian Empire and Kazakhstan as a whole; 

4.1 Analyze the features of the status, rights, and obligations 

of postal and telegraph employees. 

5. Determination of the social, economic and cultural impact 

of the postal and telegraph service on the region; 

5.1 Preparation of the introduction to the monograph 

“Development of the postal and telegraph service in the 

Semirechensk region (1865-1917)” 

5.2 Preparation of Chapter 1 of the monograph Development 

of the postal and telegraph service in the Semirechensk 



region (1865-1917). Organization and management of the 

postal and telegraph service in the Semirechensk region 

(1865-1917) 

5.3 To become familiar with the history of the development 

of the imperial communications system and the experience 

of researching individual practices of the Russian Empire, 

consultation was obtained from specialists from the Russian, 

East European and Central Asian Research Institute at the 

Henry Jackson Faculty of International Relations. 

University of Washington. 

6. Compiling, based on the collected materials, a map of 

postal and telegraph routes and main stations in the 

Semirechensk region as a type of communication. 

6.1 Compiling a map of postal and telegraph lines and main 

stations in the Semirechensk region as a type of 

communication based on the collected materials. 

Expected and achieved results 

 

A comparative analysis of the features of the postal and 

telegraph department in the late 19th and early 20th centuries 

was carried out at the level of Russia and the world, in the 

region. To simplify payment for mail, the route book “Postal 

Road Worker” was used as the main data. The next group of 

analyzed sources was the “Review of the Semirechensk 

Region”. In the chapter “Public Improvement” in the 

paragraph “Postal Routes and Stations, Postal Institutions” 

the main postal routes and the activities of postal institutions 

are discussed. From archival materials, within the 

framework of the project, the TsARK 194 fund (Vernensky 

regional postal and telegraph office of the Turkestan postal 

and telegraph district. Verny, Semirechensk region 1872-

1917) inventory 1, 1-12 file, KROMM 194 fund 2 inventory 

13-19 were analyzed case. 

The 1875 postal routes were mapped using GIS mapping 

based on the above-mentioned sources published during the 

period 1777-1901. The map is compiled separately for postal 

routes and stations throughout Kazakhstan and for 

individual regions (south, Semirechye, northeast, 

northwest). 

The novelty of the proposed project lies in the fact that for 

the first time the system of mass communications of the 

Semirechensk region of the pre-revolutionary period will be 

comprehensively studied. Based on new archival 

documents, the postal and telegraph service of the 

Semirechensk region was comprehensively examined. 

By analyzing documents from the Central Archive of the 

Republic of Kazakhstan, a catalog on the topic was created; 

The materials of the following funds were analyzed: f. 194, 

op.1, op.2 “Vernensky regional postal and telegraph office 

of the Turkestan postal and telegraph district (18972-1917)”; 

f.195, op.1. “Lepsinsk telegraph station of the Turkestan 

telegraph agency, Lepsinsk, Semirechensk region 1887-

1894”; f.196, op.1. Lepsinsk postal office of the postal 

department of the Semirechensk region. 1871-1889; F.41, 



op.1, book I, book 2 2 “Vernensky district administration. 

1862-1919"; f.51, op.1 “Vernenskoe city police 

department”; f.53, op.1 “Bailiff of the 2nd police unit.” 

Regulatory acts, orders, official letters and statistical reports 

of central and local postal and telegraphic communications 

institutions, letters from postal and telegraphic departments 

of the regional administration were used. 

The status of the employee is determined, which includes 

such issues as training, hiring, wages, and calendar plan. 

Some experience of the postal service was considered in a 

comparative analysis using the example of European 

countries. In Germany, using the example of Bavaria, 

Saxony, Württemberg, Hanover, and in the British Empire, 

the postal service was considered from the perspective of 

relations with the colonies, including India. 

Maps have been compiled showing the features of the 

location of post offices in the Semirechensk region, as well 

as the dynamics of their distribution in the region. 
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their identifiers (Scopus Author 
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